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religious man's profound nostalgia is to inhabit a "divine world", it is his desire that
his house shall be like the house of the gods as it was later represented in temples
and sanctuaries. In short, this religious nostalgia expresses the desire to live in a pure
and holy cosmos, as it was in the beginning when it came fresh from the creators
hands*...
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..the religious man sought to live as near as possible to the center of the world He
knew that ...the temple or the palace were veritably centers of the world .But he also
wanted his own house to be at the center and to be an imago mundi .And in fact houses
are held to be at the center of the world and ,on the microcosmic level to reproduce the
universe .In other words ,the man of traditional societies could only live in a space
opening upwards ,where the break in plane was symbolically assured and hence

communication with the other world ,was ritually possible .Of course the sanctuary -
the center par excellence - was there ,close to him ,in the city ,and he could be sure of
communicating with the world of gods simply by entering the temple .But he felt the
need to live at the center always®...
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